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Progress/Challenge: Say it again, Better.  
 

Context: 
What is it? 
Say it again, Better is the process in which teachers ask pupils to reframe their answers in order to improve the 
quality of their response. This could be through insisting pupils use well-constructed sentences, technical 
vocabulary or through asking for a more developed response.  
 
What does it achieve? 
If we accept short and shallow responses, then we are showing pupils that under-developed or weak responses 
are acceptable. This means low expectations can slowly become the norm. Instead, by asking pupils to ‘Say it 
again, Better,’ we give them a chance to think aloud and finesse their response. This, ultimately, is a literacy 
technique that can help to improve the quality of both verbal and written responses (as pupils will better form 
written responses after verbal rehearsal). By using this strategy, we can make high-expectations the norm. 
 
The process: 
 Accept a pupil’s first response (we don’t want to put them off!) but then ask them: “Great. Could you now 

try to say it again, but better?” This can be further scaffolded with a leading additional question e.g. “Could 
you use some of the terms we have been learning?” or “Can you link X to Y?” This will give them an 
opportunity to improve their response.  

 Praise them well. It can be scary to have to try to reframe a response and they may feel self-conscious, so 
offer them the praise they deserve for trying again.  

 Decide if they need to develop the response again further. If so, repeat the process to ask for a response 
that is even better still. Or, see if another pupil can build on the response they have heard.  

 
The purpose of this is not only to elicit high-quality responses, but also to show our pupils that they are capable 
of excellent responses. Direct links can be made to the ‘power of yet’ and ‘can do’ attitude.  
Overtime, and with perseverance, pupils will start to generate better responses naturally.  
 
The pitfalls…and how to avoid them. 
We need to be patient. It can take time for pupils to get used to this technique and for them to develop their 
vocabulary. However, the more you persevere with this, the more the pupils’ fluency and confidence will 
develop. It will feel ‘clunky’ and first and it may even feel like you’re going backwards, but this struggle needs to 
be worked through before success can take place.  
 
Don’t ignore the little errors in their re-framed response. It’s still important to pick out the mistakes and model 
corrections to them. It can be tempting to skip this for the sake of pace, but this can mean lower expectations 
slowly slip back into the classroom.  
 
Make sure all pupils are actively listening so that everyone benefits. For instance, have the class write down the 
reframed answer. Or, you could have pupils work in pairs to try to reframe the answer between themselves. You 
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could even have pupils try to reframe each other’s answers. Whatever you choose, just make sure you return to 
the original pupil to allow them the chance to express their own ‘better’ answer before moving on in the lesson. 
 
 
Want to know more? 
See page 98 of ‘Teaching Walkthrus’ by Tom Sherrington and Oliver Caviglioli. 
Sherrington, T. and Caviglioli, O. (2020). TEACHING WALKTHRUS : visual step-by-step guides to 
essential teaching techniques. S.L.: John Catt Educational Ltd. 
Further reading: 
Quigley, A. (2018) Closing the Vocabulary Gap. Routledge  
Lemov, D. (2015) Teach Like A Champion: 62 Techniques That Put Students On The Path To College. 
Jossey-Bass. San Francisco, USA 

 
 


