
   
 

   
 

 
  
 
THREAD:  Humans and Environment         AOLE: Humanities 

Progression Step 1 

Knowledge and Skills Vocabulary Experiences and Characteristics 

 Begin to recognise the effects that I have on the natural world e.g. describe the 
impact of dropping litter on their world. 

 Begin to understand that their actions and those of others have causes and 
effects. 

 Begin to recognise why places are important to me and how they have changed 
over time. 

 Begin to understand that some events have happened in the past, other events 
are happening in the present and that more events will happen in the future. 

 Experience and describe different types of weather and how it makes them feel. 

 Describe changes in seasons. 

 Listen to creation stories. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

Weather 
Rain 
Sun 
Hot 
Cold 
Windy 
Wet 
Litter 
Snow 
Ice 
Melting 
 

Essential: 
Daily weather chart 
Songs and rhymes 
Stories linked to weather e.g., Percy the Park 
keeper. 
Water play 
Outdoor learning  
Problem solving/investigations 
 
Enrichment: 
‘visit’ another climate e.g., Plantasia or national 
botanic gardens. 
Litter pick in school yard 
 

 



   
 

   
 

 

 
THREAD:  Humans and Environment                                                 AoLE: Humanities                                                  

Progression Step 2 

Knowledge and Skills Vocabulary Experiences and Characteristics 

 Describe the impact of plastic pollution on the natural world  

 Describe the impact of wasting resources on the natural world. 

 Describe how habitat destruction has an impact on the 
environment and living things eg deforestation 

 Begin to understand how the weather effects human actions and 
living things. 

 Investigate what a natural disaster is and its impact on humans 
and the environment. 

 Describe the weather of Wales and how it impacts on their lives. 

 Describe a basic water cycle. 

 Compare and contrast weather in different locations. 

 Understand the changes of the season. 

 Learn about different environmental groups and people. E.g., 
WWF, Eco group 

 Carry out an investigation into weather. E.g.measure rainfall, 
temperature 

 Recognise the distinctive features of places, environments and 
landforms, and how these may change over time. 

 Describe how people and the natural world may impact on each 
other over time. 

 Listen and explore creation stories.  
 
 

Pollution 
Impact 
Environment 
Weather types 
Temperature 
Rainfall 
Natural disaster 
Measurement vocab e.g. cm, degrees, ml 
Evaporation  
Condensation 
Natural disaster words e.g. volcano, 
earthquake, tsunami, flood, drought, hurricane 
Seasons 
Human actions 
effects 
Change 
Creation 
 
 
 
 

Essential: 
Outdoor learning/weather study 
Use current affairs to look at natural 
disasters. 
Have direct experience measuring 
weather e.g. thermometer 
 
Enrichment:   
Have visitors to link environmental 
issues – link to careers and world of 
work e.g., size of Wales, dwr cymru 
Improve local environment – e.g. litter 
pick 
Go on a local area visit 
 



   
 

   
 

 
THREAD:  Humans and Environment                                                AoLE: Humanities                                                 

Progression Step 3 

Knowledge and Skills Vocabulary Experiences and Characteristics 

 Explain impact of human action on distinct locations within 
natural world eg pollution 

 Recognise the difference between climate and weather. 

 Describes how continued human actions have triggered far 
reaching effects on the natural world, e.g. climate change, 
deforestation. 

 Describe the climate of Wales and how that impacts on life eg. 
Farming, tourism, energy use, air quality. 

 Carry out an enquiry into weather, e.g measure rainfall, wind 
speed. 

 Describe and give simple explanations about the impact of 
human actions on the natural world, ecosystems in the past, 
present and future. e.g. The Industrial Revolution, 
Environmental groups, de carbonisation of fossil fuels. 

 Expresses informed views about environmental issues based on 
evidence. 

 Expresses an increased awareness of how an action can have a 
chain reaction when impacting the environment and living 
things.  

 Use evidence such as current affairs to study human impact on 
climate. (Warming/Pollution-plastics/Flooding) Study a natural 
disaster was caused by climate/extreme weather. 

 Raise awareness about environmental issues within the school. 

 Describe and explain different views on the creation of the 
world. 

 
 

Climate change 
Pollution 
Deforestation 
Temperate 
Arid 
Tropical 
Hurricane 
Global warming 
Flood 
Flood risk 
Heatwave 
Weather warning 
Equator 
Precipitation 
Condensation 
Evaporation 
Drought 
Cyclical 
Erosion 
Migration 
Habitats 
Ecosystem 
Protest 
Creation 

 
 

Essential: 
Experience outdoor learning. 
 
Enrichment:   
Take part in a field study. 
Have direct experience measuring weather eg anemometer. 
Have visitors to link environmental issues – link to careers and 
world of work eg size of wales, dwr cymru 
Improve local environment – eg litter pick 
Visits to technology centers. 
Eco Committee 
 
 



   
 

   
 

 
 

 
 
 

THREAD:  Humans and Environment                                                   AoLE: Humanities                                                 
 

Progression Step 4  

Knowledge and Skills  Vocabulary  Experiences and Characteristics  

 Understand that climate changes over time and impacts human behaviour – 
settlement patterns, migration, food supplies. 

 To identify how environmental issues have changed over time and what 
variables have been the drivers of this change. 

 To describe issues experienced by the natural world that are as a result of 
human actions (e.g pollution and litter) and assess its impacts on habitat. 

 Explain why environmental challenges differ in different locations and in areas 
with different levels of development. 

 Assess the effectiveness of mitigation and adaptation techniques to deal with 
environmental challenges. 

 To evaluate strategies to tackle climate change in a range of scales (e.g local, 
national or global). 

 Create a campaign that raises awareness of environmental techniques and be 
able to justify the rationale behind their decision making. 

 Explore how sustainable Gowerton is as a school and wider community. 

 Evaluate a range of different views on the creation of the world.  

 Evaluate different views and opinions based on a range of sources about 
environmental issues.  

 Create a raising awareness campaign to highlight the impact of human activity 
on the planet.  

Settlements 
Development  

Pollution 
Plastics 
Habitat 

Ecosystems 
Environmental 

Political 
Industrial 
Mitigation 
Adaptation 

Scale 
Responsibility 
Stewardship 

Environmental Ethics 

Eco Club 
 
 

 


