
 
  
 
THREAD:  Creative Techniques in Drama            AOLE: Expressive Arts 

Progression Step 1 

Knowledge and Skills Vocabulary Experiences and Characteristics 

Begins to imitate simple drama techniques, facial expressions, voices and body actions 
 
Roleplays a selection of situations with peers e.g., home corner, small world 
 
Create a roleplay situation based on a topic, making it up as they go along e.g., shop 
hospital, vets 
 
Perform in a group context 
 
Create actions to go with a group recital with support e.g., Pie Corbett 
 
 

Role play 
Character 
Costume 
Perform 
Copy  
Actions 
 
 

Essential:  
To be part of a school 
performance 
To have access to resources 
to support role-play 
To explore work in different 
times, contexts and cultures 
including Wales. 

 
Entitlement: 
To have access to a role play 
area 
School visit from a local 
theatre company 
 
Enrichment: 
To have an offsite visit that 
enhances expressive arts. 
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Progression Step 2 

Knowledge and Skills Vocabulary Experiences and Characteristics 

Imitate drama techniques, facial expressions, voices and body actions 
 
Roleplays a selection of situations with peers 
 
Improvise individually and in a group context 
 
Create actions to go with a group recital with growing independence e.g., Pie Corbett 
 
Begin to use techniques such as facial expression, gestures 
 
Create a short drama scene with others in response to stimuli e.g., topic. 
 
Create a character with support e.g., hot-seating 
 
Perform individually or in a group something they have created e.g., poetry recital with 
actions, share short improvisation. 
 
 
 

Materials 
Create 
Design 
Tools 
Mime  
Character 
Facial Expressions 
Movements 
Role Play 
Perform 
Improvisation  
Pretend  
Imitate 
 
 

 
 

Essential 
To be part of a school 
performance 
To have access to range of 
different materials, tools and 
resources.  
To explore work in different 
times, contexts and cultures 
including Wales. 
 
Entitlement 
To have access to a role play 
area 
School visit from a local 
theatre company 
 
Enrichment  
To have an offsite visit that 
enhances expressive arts. 
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Progression Step 3 

Knowledge and Skills Vocabulary Experiences and Characteristics 

Demonstrates an awareness of audience 
 
Decision making - using techniques to develop ideas 
 
Plan responding to stimuli or theme e.g., script, stories, film clips etc. 
 
Use new technologies with guidance e.g., iMovie, Flipgrid. 
 
Create a character  
 
Perform in a group to a range of familiar audiences e.g., peers, parents 
 
Use drama skills to explore and create e.g., role play, hot-seating, freeze-frames 
 
Develop physical and vocal skills creatively 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Audience 
Technique 
Collaborate 
Perform 
Improvise 
Characterisation 
Freeze frame 
Mime 
Role Play  
 
 
 
 

Essential:  
Opportunity to collaborate 
and work independently  
Opportunities to create and 
share work 
To explore work in different 
times, contexts and cultures 
including Wales. 

 
Entitlement: 
Having an offsite expressive 
arts experience e.g., Theatr 
Na’Nog  
Opportunity to access a role 
play 

 
Enrichment: To take part in a 
live performance, possibly 
offsite. 
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Progression Step 4  

Knowledge and Skills  Vocabulary  Experiences and Characteristics  

Creating work that shows an increasing awareness of specialised technical skills 

 

Innovation, independent thinking and originality in relation to different techniques & 
processes 
 
Create mood, emotion and idea within a performance context e.g., physical theatre 
 
Using new technologies independently to create and enhance a theatre piece e.g., 

PowerPoint with images to support Theatre in Education.   

 

Perform in a group using lighting and stage conventions.  
 
Use drama skills to explore and create in an increasingly complex and innovative way. 
 
Create increasingly complex characters.  
 
  

Drama 
Still image 
Thought-tracking 
Narration 
Direct address 
Monologue 
Mood 
Emotion 
Character  
Develop  
Innovative  
 
 
 

  

Essential:  
Opportunity to: 

• Collaborate & create 

• Rehearse and refine  

• Perform or display 

• Virtual portfolio 
To create work based on 
different times, contexts and 
cultures including Wales. 
 
Entitlement: 
To take part in a live 
performance onsite  

 
Enrichment:  
To take part in a workshop or 
live performance, possibly 
offsite. 

 
Showcase evening 

  


