
 
  
 
THREAD:  Creative Techniques in Art                 AOLE: Expressive Arts 

Progression Step 1 

Knowledge and Skills Vocabulary Experiences and Characteristics 

Share their ideas on what they want to create  
 
Begin to make your own creative decisions 
 
Exploring mark making using a range of resources 

 

Begins to use creative materials safely with guidance and direction 

 

Printing techniques using a range of resources  

 

Making basic sculptures e.g., junk modelling, use of natural resources, clay 

 

Create basic repeating patterns with a variety of resources  

 

Begin to use a digital tool to create with support e.g., take a photograph, draw a picture 

 

 
 

Materials 
Line 
Size  
Shape  
Colour  
Mix 
Pattern 
Repeat 
Digital  
Create 
Sculpture  
Photograph 
Picture  
 
 

Essential:  
To work independently and 
collaboratively  
To have access to a range of 
essential tools and resources 
To be exposed to work in 
different times, contexts and 
cultures including Wales. 
 

Entitlement: 
School visit from a local artist 
 
Enrichment: 
To have an offsite visit that 
enhances expressive arts. 
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Progression Step 2 

Knowledge and Skills Vocabulary Experiences and Characteristics 

Design, plan and create an idea with a group and independently that is fit for purpose 
 
Take inspiration from artists to use in their own work  
 
Printing techniques creating own designs  
 
Begin to mix colours 
 
Create using different materials and media e.g., paint, collage, 3D, outdoors, printing 
 
Create more complex patterns using a range of materials e.g., use of symmetry 
 
Use digital tool to create and make simple edits independently e.g., take a photograph, 
draw a picture, add a title  
 
 
 
 

Materials 
Create 
Design 
Tools 
Line 
Tone  
Colour – Primary colours, Secondary 
colour 
Texture 
Shape 
Light/Dark 
Warm/Cool 
3D/2D 
Edit 
Change 
Improve 
Symmetry 
Pattern 
Repeat 
 
 

Essential 
To work independently and 
collaboratively  
To have access to a range of 
essential tools and resources 
To explore work in different 
times, contexts and cultures 
including Wales. 
 
Entitlement 
School visit from a local artist 
 
Enrichment  
To have an offsite visit that 
enhances expressive arts. 
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Progression Step 3 

Knowledge and Skills Vocabulary Experiences and Characteristics 

Explore effects of different techniques & processes 
 
Make decision about techniques to develop ideas 
 
Plan using knowledge and skills and understanding using specific techniques 
 
Choose their own creative tools and materials from a range offered, with support  
 
Uses art material safely with growing control 
 
Use of form by creation of 2D and 3D shapes 
 
Introduce the concept of perspective e.g., little and large  
 
Understand and create a colour wheel  
 
Use of tone in a tonal ladder 
 
Understanding of proportion e.g., proportion of face  
 
Use pattern to design and create and consider use of colour e.g., wallpaper, pop art  
 
Use of digital technologies to create and edit with developing independence e.g., 
greenscreen, iMovie, photography, Flipgrid  
 
Use or imitate elements of art from other people, places and times e.g., flowers in the 
style of Van Gogh 
 
 

Technique 
Medium 
Tools 
Materials 
Collaborate 
Designing 
Produce 
Exhibit 
Tone 
Perspective 
Sketch 
Shade 
Colour – Primary colour, secondary 
colour, tertiary colour 
Proportion 
Greenscreen 
Symmetry 
Pattern 
2D/3D shape names 
Digital 
Edit 
Composition  
Enhance  
Art movement vocabulary e.g., pop art  

Essential:  
To work independently and 
collaboratively  
To have access to a range of 
essential tools and resources 
To explore work in different 
times, contexts and cultures 
including Wales. 
 

Entitlement: 
Having an offsite expressive 
arts experience 

 
Enrichment:  
To create their own onsite 
exhibition  
To take part in an offsite 
exhibition  
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Progression Step 4  

Knowledge and Skills  Vocabulary  Experiences and Characteristics  

Creating work that shows an increasing awareness of specialised technical skills 

 

Create original work in relation to different techniques & processes 
 
Experiment independently with mood, emotion and idea 
 
Choose their own creative tools and materials from a range offered, with support  
 
Uses art material safely with growing control 
 
Use of form by creation of 2D and 3D shapes 
 
Use of perspective e.g., basic one-point perspective  
 
Create using their understanding of the colour wheel 

 

Create using their understanding of the tonal ladder  

 

Understanding of proportion e.g., proportion of body 
 
Use colour and pattern to design and create  
 
Use of digital technologies to create and edit independently e.g., greenscreen, iMovie, 
photography, Flipgrid 

2-point perspective 
Vanishing Point 
Grid up 
Exhibition 
Futurism 
Photomontage 
Continuous line 
Stencil 
Critique 
Force perspective 
Sun print 
Cyanotype 
Cliché Verre 
Photo joiner 
Mixed media 
Studio Lighting 
Green screen 
Cubism 
Contrast  
 
 

  

Essential:  
Opportunity to: 

• Collaborate & create,  

• Rehearse and refine  

• Perform or display 

• Virtual portfolio 
To create work based on 
different times, contexts and 
cultures including Wales. 
 
Entitlement: 
To have an offsite expressive 
arts experience  

 
Enrichment:  
Showcase evening 

  


